
INTERIM 2020 
 
ON-CAMPUS INTERIMS 
 
ACCT W80 Accounting with QuickBooks.  



reproductive, and respiratory systems are covered using the classic organ system 
approach and case studies.  Students are graded on the basis of tests, a research 
paper, and a class presentation.   Prerequisite:  Biology 206 or 331. E. Boldenow. 
8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
COMM W40 Laboratory Theatre “Shorts”! This theatre production course will 
study the process of producing one act plays that illustrate the 2020 Calvin Arts 
theme of “Create, Unite, Renew: Dw



"Norms and Gender Discrimination in the Arab World" (Palgrave Macmillan, 
October 2015), in addition to other references and reports from human rights' 
organizations. The instruction style for this short interim course will include regular 
lectures, students’ led discussions, watching video clips, movies, and students’ 
project presentations. A. Abadeer. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
ENGR W80 Mechatronics. Mechatronics is a growing field of engineering where a 
multidisciplinary team of engineers addresses a physical problem through the use of 
mechanical systems which are linked with control systems which often have electric 
or electronic systems. Mechatronics has been called a replacement word for electro-
mechanical engineering. In this course, students will be provided a task for a robot 
to perform, and have 3 weeks to design and build a robot which can accomplish the 
task. Generally, successful completion of the task will require mobility, and 
manipulation of external objects under autonomous and user control. The task to be 
completed will be defined by First Robotics and is new every year. The specifics of 
the task will be unknown to the faculty and students at the start of the course. This 
course will require participation on the first Saturday after the course has started. R. 
Tubergen. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
ENGR W81 Mobile Robotic Systems. Mobile robotic systems are becoming more 
commonplace and are now handling some of the most dangerous tasks, allowing 







 
FIN W40 Personal Finance. All of us have been forced to make decisions that 
impact our future economic wellbeing. What is the best type of loan to finance 
college? How much college debt is too much?Can I afford to study abroad next 
semester? How will I pay for a car to get to my job? Are there any issues in signing 
that lease agreement for my off-campus house? Personal finance is a specialized 
area of study focusing on individual and household financial decisions: How much 
should I save? How much should I spend? How much should I give? Do I need life 
and health insurance when I get out of college--what type would be best for me? 
How much do I need to save for retirement and when should I start? How do I 
decide what to invest in? How do I negotiate a job offer I receive—what benefits 
should I be expecting? Financial planning is a process of setting financial goals and 
organizing assets and making decisions to achieve these goals, in an environment of 
risk. This class considers financial goals for Christians and provides information and 
techniques to help students be good stewards of what God entrusts to them. Topics 
covered include: financial planning tools, goal setting and budgeting, tax planning, 
cash management, consumption and lifestyle choices, credit strategies, charitable 
giving, automobile and housing decisions, insurance needs, concepts of investing, 
estate planning and retirement planning. Class sessions include lectures, 
presentations by various professionals in these disciplines, video, and group 
exercises and discussion. Students are evaluated on the basis of regular attendance 
and participation, regular quizzes from text and other reading material, a short 
paper and related presentation on a book of their choosing and a final exam. D. 
Pruis. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
FREN 112 Multisensory Structured French II. The second course in a three-
course sequence of language study designed to meet the needs of at-



course surveys the major topics and helps students develop skills used in public 
history through readings, discussion, guest presentations, field trips, and projects. 
For example, students will learn about the history of public history, employment 
opportunities for public historians, and public historical issues, and they will reflect 
on their own career possibilities in this field. This is a regular (graded) course, not 
pass/fail. Fee $100. K. van Liere. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
IDIS 103 Oral Rhetoric for Engineers. A study of the principles of oral rhetoric, 
with emphasis on developing student competency in preparing and delivering 
effective speeches. The emphasis is on basic speech design for engineers 
communicating their creation and refinement of ideas to peers, managers, 



rare disease community and seek to identify and understand areas of unmet need. 
Using a multidisciplinary approach to identify opportunities to support the rare 





of healing rather than combating germs directly. Therefore it is very effective in 
dealing with chronic conditions such as migraine, asthma, depression and infertility. 
It has also been used to complement the use of western medicine (for example 
alleviating the side effects of Chemotherapy). Knowledge about and familiarity with 
TCM has increasing values for future healthcare professionals. In this course the 
students learn the theory and practice of TCM. Students will also learn about 
Chinese history, philosophy and culture in this class. As China becomes more and 
more influential on the global stage, understanding of Chinese values and culture is 
increasingly important. Through instructions by native Chinese instructors, as well 
as field trips to Chinese restaurant, stores, church and Chicago Chinatown, students 
will have first-hand experience of Chinese culture. The course consists of lectures, 
discussions, presentations, independent projects and field trips. An all-day field trip 
on Jan 18 2020 is required. This course will fulfill the CCE core requirement. No 
prerequisites. Fee: $200 to cover field trips, class materials and guest speaker fees. 
A. Shen. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
IDIS W36 Women’s Health. This course focuses on personal decision making in all 
dimensions of women’s health. We investigate, discuss, and share women’s health 
concerns ranging from cancer to sexuality. We focus on the unique physiology and 



studio and a local wood source, experience the creation of artistic three-dimensional 
objects, and connect with the wisdom of traditional methods and materials. We will 
also emphasize sourcing materials and conducting the work sustainably. Along the 
way we will become familiar with reliable online sources of instruction and tools; 
there will also be several readings from classic works on traditional woodcraft and 
the role of “leisure” activities in, as Augustine might say, a well-ordered set of 
desires and aims. Students will be evaluated in this pass/fail course on the basis of 
their engagement with the subject and their active participation in the group’s life 
and work. No prior experience is assumed. Traditional, hand-powered 
woodworking is the best way to learn what wood and tools can and cannot do. It is 
safer, quieter, and greener than modern machined woodworking. It is also less 
expensive! Brief description of materials fee: $75 for glues, finishes, sandpapers, 





working alongside of healthcare professionals and patients. Morning and afternoon 
placements are available. 2 mornings will be classroom discussion of patient 
scenarios and 1 day will be spent shadowing/direct observation of a healthcare 
professional. This course is by application only. Applications are available in the 
Biology Office and will be accepted until placements are filled (final cut-off date of 
November 15). Students will be required to be up to date on immunizations 
inclusive of the annual influenza vaccine and TB skin test due to clinical site 
placements (contact with patients). T. Crumb. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
KIN W10 15 For 15: The Wild World of Sports. This course will critically examine 
15 different topics and issues related to sport in today’s world and will mirrored 
“ESPN’s 30 for 30 series” but with an exploration through a faith-based lens. These 
topics will include issues and conflicts that are happening in and around sport 
today. Some examples of these topics are “E Sports- Aggression and Sexual 
Violence,” “Gambling and Sports,” “The Sport Spectator—the Decline in Attendance,” 
“ESPN—Is it Good for Sport?,” “Calvin Athletics—Future Direction and Challenges,” 
“Sport and Social Media—The Positives and Negatives,” “Coaches—What is 





days of the church: what should Christians think, and do, about the state’s use of 
force? Is there a tension between the state’s use of coercion and at times violence to 
defend its sovereignty and protect its citizens and the Christian call to be peace-
makers? Students will learn about the contours of the just war tradition as well as 
the Christian pacifist alternative through readings, class discussion, guest speakers, 
and hypothetical exercises that cast students in decision-making positions. Students 
will consider how Christian faith and practice has informed divergent views on this 
topic and hone their analytical skills by presenting various viewpoints through 
written and oral assignments. M. Watson. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
POLS W41 Law: Portrayal, Perception, and Practice. This course offers students 
an opportunity to learn directly from legal practitioners about various aspects of 
law and legal practice. Students will participate in class lectures and classroom 
seminars led by legal professionals, who will use feature films to explore specific 
aspects of law and to examine popular perceptions and cinematic portrayals thereof 
in comparison with actual legal practices. Through this process, students will be 
introduced to basic legal concepts and terms as well as basic skills in writing and 
analysis. Students will be required to be active participants in class discussion and 
complete several analytic writing assignments based on topics covered in the 
course. J. Westra. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 





deepen their appreciation of the question of theodicy, and of the Jewish theological 
and ethical resources for persevering in a world with an Auschwitz, a world still 



participation, daily answers to questions on the readings, a short reflection essay, 
and a brief oral report on their essay. Prerequisite: one course in Religion. D. 



year, more than 4,000 inmates nationwide die inside prisons due to natural causes. 
In order to care for these inmates in a humane manner, the first prison-run hospice 
programs were initiated in 1987. Additionally, since 2016, the Michigan Department 
of Corrections has implemented a hospice and palliative care pilot program at two 
sites. Through this course, students will learn about the needs, development, and 
status of prison hospice programs in the U.S. Through lecture, group discussions, 



 
HNRS 150 A DCM: Food, Faith, and Place.  

People tend to think of their daily decision of what to eat as a matter of personal 
taste, but is it? In this course, students explore how food choices affect (and are 
affected by) food systems that have profound implications for public and 
environmental health, social justice, and community. By examining the social 
identity, ecological, and spiritual dimensions, students develop a rich 
interdisciplinary understanding of the act of eating. They also learn how to prepare, 
preserve, and enjoy wholesome foods. Field trips, team exploratories, readings, class 
discussions, and hands-on activities highlight options for eating well, promoting 
food justice, and reducing climate change. Grades are based on the quality of 
reflective writing, a team presentation, and a final exam. D. Koetje & M. Loyd Paige. 
8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
HNRS 150 B Grand Rapids: Race and Place. This course examines the role of race 
and racism in Grand Rapids from the creation of the city to the current historical 
moment. According to data from the 2010 census, Grand Rapids was the 26th most 
black/white segregated major metropolitan area in the nation, and the 23rd most 
Latinx/white segregated. How did that segregation develop? What maintains it? In 
2015 Grand Rapids was ranked by Forbes as one of the worst cities for African-
Americans economically, but in a separate piece Forbes ranked Grand Rapids the 
best city in the nation to raise a family in. How can this be? In addition to readings 
and lectures, this course looks to activists, religious leaders, elected officials, 
nonprofit organizations, and the business community to inform our understanding 
of this place. An experiential approach to learning about Grand Rapids offers 
students the opportunity to both explore the city and wrestle with its history and 
identity, including the role of Calvin College. Race and racism will be examined 
through the lens of biblical justice. M. Pelz & J. Kuilema. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
IDIS 150 A – MAY, 2020 Who in the World Am I? … Literally. This course will 
focus on learning about yourself within the context of beautiful Puerto Rico. The 
course will be especially relevant for those entering the helping professions in 
which it is imperative to know yourself in order to care well for others and to 
engage in a healthy and sustainable way in God’s Kingdom work. Six weekly on-
campus meetings, starting after Spring Break, are required. The group will travel to 
Puerto Rico from May 22 to June 5 experiencing both rural and urban settings in 
order to develop self-awareness as well as to explore internal dissonance within a 
challenging cross-cultural context. Students will discover their own capacity and 
resilience with the goal of seeing themselves as valuable and with unique gifts, but 
under the reign of Christ. Students will explore how pursuing a relationship with 
God cultivates the desire to learn more about others, the world and oneself so they 



become more aware of His purpose for them in this world and can live 
wholeheartedly into their calling. The learning will be accomplished through 
personality profiles (such as Enneagram, Strengths Finder, DISC, spiritual gifts 
inventory), personal development plans, group processing and discussions, oral 
presentations, journaling, reading and engagement in cross-cultural activities and 
experiences. Daily excursions will include trips to such places as Bioluminescent 
Bay, waterfalls, caves, the jungle, and the ocean. This course will meet the DCM and 
CCE requirements. Ability to speak Spanish is beneficial but not a requirement. 
Course Dates: May 22 – 





 
IDIS 150 06 DCM: Nature in Culture. . Portrayals of nature are all around us. Ideas 
about the natural world can be found in music, movies, television shows, literature, 
and advertisements, as well as in physical spaces such as zoos, aquariums, and 
theme parks. This course examines how these popular representations influence 
our own understanding of the environment and our ideas about gender, race, and 
class. We will explore ideas about Native Americans as portrayed in popular movies 



Times article. Former First Lady Michelle Obama stated in a speech in 2013, that 
Black girls have to hear “voices that tell you that you’re not good enough, that you 
have to look a certain way, act a certain way; that if you speak up, you’re too loud; if 







collaborative discussion. Therefore, regular participation and careful reading of 
assigned texts will be a required component of the course. This course would serve 
as a good introduction to philosophical thought for students who have not yet taken 
any philosophy courses, and it would also be a fruitful opportunity for students who 
have already been exposed to philosophy to sharpen their philosophical skills. L. 
Brainard. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
IDIS 150 17 DCM: Kicks, Rides, and Digs: The Minutiae and Metanarrative of 
Environments. When you sit down on the first day of class, your environment is 
screaming at you: the syllabus is in a serif font, your neighbor has on fly knit shoes, 
the seats all face the front of the room. Each of these tiny choices shapes how you 
interact with what you read, who you talk to, and what you wear tomorrow. To be 
an effective agent of renewal in the world, it is important to understand how your 
environment impacts you and learn how to inform these interactions for others. 
Design thinking requires all to thoughtfully consider the ramifications of creating or 
consuming something. It encourages one to have a broad perspective, to search for 
solutions in unusual places, and to develop an articulate process of exploration. 
Utilizing discussion, critiques, lecture, group presentations, design briefs, and object 
creation, students will examine design practices, debate the merits and pitfalls of 
design consequences, and develop a vocabulary surrounding design thinking and 



how humans have harnessed microorganisms to make these foods by making these 
foods ourselves. Students will dig into the diversity of microorganisms used in 



considers anime as a culturally specific product consumed in disparate cultural 
contexts. The interim begins with a study of the origins of and cultural significance 
through time of anime in Japan. Through this study, the interim considers anime as 
both reflective of larger Japanese cultural elements as well as anime as an active 
agent of cultural change in Japan. Beyond studying anime as a cultural force in 
Japan, the interim also considers how anime is consumed globally in diverse cultural 
systems. By looking at anime through this lens, the interim affords the study of 
cultural integrity in the face of globalization. T. Vandenberg. 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
 
IDIS 150 23 DCM: How To Live a Good Life. Everyone wants to live a good life, but 
most people fall short. How can we do better? How can we live lives that exude love, 
joy, and self-control? This course will cover both the science and practice of living a 







reflection paper on the process. Students in the course will have the opportunity to 
serve in various production roles: including director, stage manager, designer and 
performer. Students will not need prior experience to serve as stage managers, 
production prep and running crews, publicity crews and/or actors. Auditions for the 
one-acts are open to the entire Calvin Community and will take place late in the fall 
semester. Students will be required to complete their work during the first week of 
the spring semester. Performance Dates: February 6, 7, 8, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. D. 
Freeberg. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
IDIS 150 30 DCM: Norms and Gender Discrimination. This course will explore, 
analyze various forms of gender discrimination and exclusion, especially in 
collectivist developing countries, with reference to the Arab World. Such 
discriminating practices are rooted in inherited norms (beliefs, traditions, taboos, 
customs, and myths, etc.). Gender Discriminating norms continue to play significant 
roles in marginalizing women and discriminating against them by limiting their 
capabilities, participation, and functionings in many spheres of life. The course 
materials will be closely related to my book, "Norms and Gender Discrimination in 
the Arab World" (Palgrave Macmillan, October 2015) and C. Plantinga, “Engaging 
God’s World” (Eerdmans, 2002). The instruction style for this short interim course 
will include regular lectures, students’ led discussions, watching video clips and 
movies. Students will be evaluated based on their active participations, homework, 
short essays, and final exam. A. Abadeer. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
IDIS 150 31 DCM: Order, Beauty, and Mathematics. Is mathematics invented or 
discovered? Why is mathematics unreasonably effective to the natural sciences? In 
what way are statements in mathematics seen as truths? We will explore these 
questions by first considering mathematics to be a science of order (in particular, 
order in creation). We will also explore the nature of truth in the context of 
mathematics by distinguishing between seeing truths versus articulating truths 
through proofs. In making this distinction, we will view this endeavor to seek truths 
in terms of human exploration and consider how the language of beauty measures 



knowledge a college education can buy? In this class we’ll ask things like what 
makes you, you? What experiences, passions, gifts, dreams, personality, etc. shape 
you? What wounds, insecurities, memories, & fears threaten to silence you? How do 
you see God’s redeeming work extending to even the areas of pain and suffering? 
We’ll look at identity, calling, race dynamics, anxiety, fear, grief, failure, shame, and 
the roots of our habits. Through reading, journaling, art, music, personality 
assessments, strength-finders tests, spiritual disciplines, guest speakers, movies, 
and class discussions we will explore the various ways in which God shapes and 
redeems our lives in the context of the larger drama of Creation, Fall, Redemption, & 
New Creation. The class will culminate in a final project that asks students to look 
for key themes and threads in their life and represent them in a medium of their 
choosing (memoir, music, painting, poetry, etc.). Grades will be based on class 
engagement, journal entries, a paper, the final project, and a final exam. J. Bonnema 
and E. Nykamp. 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
 
IDIS 150 33 The Church in the 21st Century. Few institutions have undergone 
more change in the past twenty-five years than the local Christian church. Changes 
in worship style, music, the visual arts, and the role of lay leadership are just a few 
of the elements that have driven these changes. These shifts have challenged many 
Christians to reexamine the question: What is the role of the local church in the 
Kingdom of God? As we enter the 21st century, society is becoming more pluralistic, 
more secular, and more materialistic. Local churches must be ready to respond and 


